Congress of the United States

PWashington, BE 20510

May 19, 2022
The Honorable Antony Blinken The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin III
Secretary Secretary
U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of Defense
2201 C Street NW 1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20520 Washington, D.C. 20301
The Honorable Robert Menendez The Honorable James E. Risch
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Foreign Relations Committee on Foreign Relations
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Secretary Blinken, Secretary Austin, Chairman Menendez and Ranking Member Risch,

The Republic of Finland and the Kingdom of Sweden have announced their intention to apply
for membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We urge the Administration
and United States Senate to work together and with our NATO Allies to advance immediately
the accession protocols authorizing NATO membership for Finland and Sweden.

Both Finland and Sweden have advanced economies and strong democratic institutions that align
with the founding values enshrined in the Washington Treaty. Both nations are members of
NATO?’s Partnership for Peace and are Enhanced Opportunity Partners. Finland and Sweden
have well-trained armed forces, sophisticated modern weapon systems, and have committed to
allocating two percent of GDP to defense spending. They have participated in numerous NATO-
led operations, including in Afghanistan and the Balkans, and regularly conduct exercises with
NATO. As such, their forces are highly interoperable with other members and the United States.
Allowing these nations to join would strengthen NATO’s deterrence across the Arctic, Nordic,
and Baltic regions. -

The Russian Federation's unprovoked full-scale invasion of Ukraine, an independent, peaceful,
and democratic country, demonstrates the need for effective deterrence. Additionally, an
increasingly aggressive posture from Russia toward both countries make expedited action by the
Administration and consent to ratification of the accession protocols by the Senate an imperative.
Recently, Russian operatives have initiated cyber-attacks on Finnish government sites, Russian
manned military aircraft have violated Finnish sovereign airspace, and suspected Russian drones
have been observed in Swedish restricted areas, to include nuclear power plants and the royal
palace. As members of NATO, Finland and Sweden, would enhance the military capabilities of
the alliance and serve to increase the deterrent effect of the alliance against an increasingly
aggressive Russia.
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We appreciate your attention to this important matter and urge you to advance the NATO
accession of Finland and Sweden as expeditiously as possible. Their membership would

strengthen NATO deterrence of Russia and U.S. national security.
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